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An Exploration of Xu Beihong’s Concepts in Arts and Crafts

ZHU Ping
(School of Art and Design, Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing 210037, China)

Abstract: Xu Beihong is a famous modern painter and educator, but his distinctive concept of arts and crafts remain little known. Xu

Beihong emphasized “national urgency and practical needs” as the main theme of learning and introducing modern Western arts and

crafts, the content of his arts and crafts concept encompass three key aspects: advocating for arts and crafts based on academic princi-

ples and national needs, explaining the practicality of arts and crafts with pure art as a reference, and proposing development strategies

for arts and crafts with a pragmatic attitude These perceptions of arts and crafts are an integral part of the “Art of Wisdom” advocated

by Xu Beihong, holding significant implications for the history of Chinese arts and crafts as well as for teaching and research.

Key words: Xu Beihong; arts and crafts; artistic philosophy; academic significance



