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Common Prosperity in the Perspective of Confucianism:
Philosophical Basis, Conceptual Connotation and Realization

GUO Minke
(School of Marxism, Beijing University of Chemical Technology, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Common prosperity is the essential requirement of socialism and the simple wish of the Chinese people over the centuries.
Although Confucianism has not explicitly put forward the concept of “common prosperity”, the theory and practice of getting rid of pov-
erty and pursuing a better society contain Confucian expressions and useful explorations of this universal value of common wealth. Al-
though the current academic circles have paid attention to the connection between common prosperity and traditional culture, the Con-
fucian concept of “why to realize common prosperity”, “what kind of common prosperity to realize”, and “how to realize common
wealth” have been discussed. The question of “how to realize common prosperity” and the philosophical mechanism underpinning it
lack more in-depth discussion. Confucian thinking on common prosperity is more based on the perspective of moral philosophy, which
has three main points: first, it is to speak of humanism in relation to the Way of Heaven, and to take the equalization of the Way of
Heaven and the principle of love and benevolence as the philosophical basis for common wealth; second, it is to adopt the way of moral
justice to realize fair and just distribution, and to pay attention to the simultaneous affluence of the material and the spiritual; and
third, it is to emphasize the way of getting rich in a justified and virtuous way, as well as the concept of common wealth that can help
the whole world. These provide important ideological resources for us to promote the shared, co-constructed, and co-beneficial com-
mon prosperity in socialism today.

Key words: traditional Confucianism; common prosperity; equalization of heavenly ways; each person’s own nature; helping the

whole world



