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The Occupation of Nanking by the PLA
April 1949

Atumult rises with wind and rain from Mount Chung

As a millionmatchless troops cross the Great River.

The mountain is a recoiling dragon, the city a seated tiger,

both more regal than ever.

The sky isinverted, the earth turned upside down,

and our spirits are soaring.

We should whip up our courage and pursue the routed bandits ;

We must not imitate Pa Wang in vainly seeking a reputa-
tion for charity.

Had heaven feelings it would long since have grown old!

People are beginning to talk of a sea turning into mulberry
fields'®’.
F3C2:
CAPTURE OF NANKING
Rain and a windstorm rage blue and yellow over Chung
the bell mountain
as a million peerless troops cross the Great River.
The peak is acoiled dragon, the city a crouching tiger
more dazzling than before.
The sky isspinning and the earth upside down.
We areelated
yet we must use our courage to chase the hopeless enemy.
We must not stoop to fame like the overlord Hsiang Yu.
If heaven has feeling it will grow old
and watch our seas turn into mulberry fields'” .
APRIL 1949
3
CAPTURE OF NANJING BY THE PEOPLE’SL
IBERATION ARMY
(April, 1949)
Over the Purple Mountains sweeps a storm headlong;
Our troops have crossed the great river, a million strong.
The Tiger girt with Dragon outshines days gone by;
Heaven and eartho’erturned, our spirits ne’er so high!

With our courage unspent pursue the foeo’erthrown!

Do not fish like the Herculean King for renown!
Heaven would have grown old were it moved to emotions

The world goes on with changes in the fields and oceans'™ .

P 4
Seven-word-line Poem
( The People’s Liberation Army Taking Nanjing)
April 1949

Over the Purple Mountain a storm sweeps sudden and strong:
Millions of soldiers have crossed the river mighty and long.
Once den of tiger and dragon, now the city outshines the past;
Heaven and earth’s overturn makes our spirits high with song.
With lasting courage we should pursue the fleeing enemy !
Learn not from Xiang Yu the Bawang of useless renown |

Were Nature sentimental, it would have grown old;

People’s world is full of changes like that in field and ocean™’.
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A Study of Translator Behavior in Translating Mao Zedong’s Poems

LI Zhengshuan, ZHANG Dan
(School of Foreign Studies, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract: “The People’s Liberation Army Taking Nanjing” written by Mao Zedong is sonorous and forceful, grand in momentum and
shows the firm-mindedness. It is a rarity of epic nature. It records the epoch-making event of the People’s Liberation Army taking Nan-
jing in classic poetic form with many allusions, describing the long history and solidity of Nanjing, demonstrating the irresistible might
of the People’s Liberation Army, displaying the firm belief of revolutionary resoluteness and the determination of carrying the revolution
through to the end. Due to different understanding of the allusions, words and the significance of the battle of crossing the Yangtze
River, the translators at home and abroad performed different translator behavior and yielded different potential energy, displaying va-
rious styles and producing different effect. It is found that the reasons for this is that the translators were restricted by not only the po-
etic form of the source text and expression, but also their poetics and aesthetics. Some translators tended to be free in using prosody
and rhyme, taking the readers’ unfamiliarity with prosody of Chinese poetry into consideration; some translators retained the original
style of Mao Zedong’s poems, reproducing Mao Zedong’s image to the greatest extent and expressing the momentum of Mao Zedong’s
resolute command. The dual attributes and dual identity of translators determine their choice, within and beyond translation. This arti-
cle takes consideration of the dimension of society and language, exploring and measuring the different factors that affect translator be-
havior so as to enrich the theory of translator behavior criticism.

Key words: Mao Zedong’s poems; English rendering; translator behavior



