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A Comparative Study on the Correlations between Pausing Variables,
Temporal Variables and EFL Learners’ Scores in the English Speech Contest

ZHANG Gang
(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing 211816, China)

Abstract: Oral fluency in the narrow sense usually measures temporal variables and dysfluency pausing variables. Currently the main-
stream paradigm of L2 empirical researches is to measure oral fluency through temporal variables. The purpose of this study is to com-
pare the correlation coefficients between Chinese learners’ temporal variables, pausing variables and their oral production scores. The
subjects of the study are 45 contestants from a National College English speech contest. It is found that although the five temporal vari-
ables are significantly correlated with the holistic scores of the contestants, the frequency and duration of pauses at non-clause bounda-
ries have higher correlation coefficients with the holistic scores of the contestants. The findings help to improve quantitative analysis of
oral fluency.

Key words: oral fluency; pausing; temporal variables; English speech contest



